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Background of Speakers 
Dr. Peggy Semingson
● Associate Professor of TESOL
● Former elementary teaching and bilingual 

reading specialist

Dr. Carla Amaro-Jiménez,
● Associate Professor of Bilingual/ESL Education 
● Former early childhood bilingual teacher



Defining the topic and laying the 
foundational knowledge

Q1: What are Funds of Knowledge?

Q2: What we know about it, why it is important, & how it 
impacts teaching and learning

Q3: How can you gather information about their Funds of 
Knowledge (and your own)?



Amaro-Jiménez, C., & Semingson, P. 
(2011). Tapping into the funds of 
knowledge of culturally and linguistically 
diverse students and families. NABE 
news, 33(5), 5-8.

Click here

http://core-time-digital.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Amaro-Jime%CC%81nez-Semingson-2011.pdf


Where are 
these children 

at?

What do you 
see?

Image Source: https://coloringhome.com/coloring-page/1912311
?album=festival-coloring-pages



Vignette

Article: Amaro-Jiménez, C., & Semingson, P. (2011). Tapping into the funds of knowledge of culturally and linguistically diverse 
students and families. NABE news, 33(5), 5-8.

http://core-time-digital.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Amaro-Jime%CC%81nez-Semingson-2011.pdf


What are Funds of Knowledge?

“...drawing on the experiences that students have 
accumulated in their households with siblings, peers, 
friends, communities, and parents are not only valuable to 
students’ lives, but can assist teachers in understanding the 
ways in which these experiences can be practically and 
meaningfully connected to classroom curriculum (e.g., 
Moll, Amanti, Neff, & González, 1992).”

Approach used to reject a deficit model of learning, and 
serves as medium to (a) capitalize on students’ experiences 
and (b) value what students and their families bring into 
learning and teaching. 



Funds of Knowledge from an Iceberg Perspective

● The learned knowledge, behaviors, practices, 
and routines shared by a “close” group of 
people.

● Considered essential to one’s life. Hard to 
detach oneself from them. 

● These carry not just cultural but linguistic 
aspects.

● Some seen and some unseen, like this Iceberg 
Culture Model.

● Tapping into their Funds of Knowledge as 
teachers is important. Doing so gives a window 
into our students’ and their families’ lives.

Image Source: http://interculturalism.blogspot.com/2011/03/iceberg-model-of-culture.html



Funds of Knowledge allows teachers and educators 
to become reflexive practitioners and researchers 

and become culturally/linguistically inclusive.

Asking questions Reflecting on responses

Gathering information

Making instructional decisions Make parents and others
part of the learning 

processContinuously improve 
teaching



Funds of Knowledge

Image Source: https://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/sites/modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/files/foundations/handouts/Mod%204%20Funds%20of%20knowledge.pdf

What languages are spoken in the home and/or have the child/ren 
been exposed to?

What is celebrated and when? Why?

Whose role is it? What are acceptable practices?

Who is considered family? When does the family meet? How often?

What are important things that the family does (or do they do 
something special? Frequency?

https://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/sites/modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/files/foundations/handouts/Mod%204%20Funds%20of%20knowledge.pdf


Funds of Knowledge
Whose responsibility is it to do chores? Why?  

What constitutes an educational activity? Where does learning take place? 

Are they allowed to watch T.V.? Shows on the internet? Which ones? 

What do family members do for a living? 

What other types of knowledge do they learn about and from where? 



Examples of Funds of Knowledge in Sociodramatic Play

Image Source: https://usu.instructure.com/courses/361887/files/55386698/download?verifier=a35IOejXGqnPoNCBGeDHjfQw02m30t0t31lTapJ6&wrap=1

https://usu.instructure.com/courses/361887/files/55386698/download?verifier=a35IOejXGqnPoNCBGeDHjfQw02m30t0t31lTapJ6&wrap=1


Funds of Knowledge as Mirrors, Windows & Doors 
(Bishop, 1990) into your students’ lives 



Getting Started

● Three C’s (Olmedo, 2009, p. 27) to gather Funds of 
Knowledge
○ ‘Compromiso’ (commitment), 
○ ‘Confianza’ (trust), 
○ ‘Colaboración’ (collaboration)



Some questions to tap into their Funds of Knowledge



Some questions to tap into their Funds of Knowledge



Using picture books to tap into students’ Funds of 
Knowledge 

● Carmen Lomas Garza as example
● Author-illustrator writes 

culturally rich vignettes with 
images/art.

● Based on memory and experience 
of the author.

● Students can bring in photos and 
write about family and heritage

Visit this website: 
http://carmenlomasgarza.com/

http://carmenlomasgarza.com/


What to look for in books?

● Books that represent cultures - past and present, their values, customs, 
etc. 

● Books that show all people in various roles 
● Books that incorporate other languages (even if it is just a few words) in 

them as they bring richness and cultural value to the stories. 
● Books that are historically accurate
● High-interest books that are well-written, free of stereotypes.
● Award winners including Pura Belpré Award, the Coretta Scott King 

Award, the American Indian Youth Literature Award, etc. 
See Clegg, Miller, Vanderhoof, Ramirez & Ford (ADD Reference)



Books are great tools to foster their Funds of Knowledge 

Google Images: multicultural children's books

● Books that are not DAP (developmentally 
appropriate)

● Books that reflect Bruchach’s ‘Dances with 
the Wolves Syndrome,’ which characterizes 
groups as good or bad, through writing or 
illustrations 

● Books that overgeneralize populations 
and/or imply stereotypes.

What to stay away from?

Our list of suggested books: 
https://bit.ly/3HGpwmT

https://bit.ly/3HGpwmT


What are your thoughts?

What questions do you have?



Discussion questions

● What are your next steps?
● How are you incorporating your students’ and their families’ assets 

and strengths in your teaching already?
● What can you do to improve how you communicate with their 

parents? 
● What can you do to improve what you do in the classroom that is 

responsive to their unique lived, cultural, and linguistic 
experiences?


