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Todayôs Discussion

What Happened to 

the War on Poverty? 

ÅDefining poverty

ÅLooking back

ÅSafety net 

What Else Can 

Make a Difference? 

ÅParenting 

programs

ÅTwo-gen 2.0

Innovations and 

Improvements

ÅUsing & coordinating 

existing platforms

ÅTailoring solutions

ÅInvolving families/staff



Defining Poverty

Family poverty thresholds inform poverty 

guidelines and program eligibility

Å2017 poverty guideline for a family of 4 = $24,600

ÅDeep poverty = 50% of poverty = $12,300

Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) = 

includes noncash government benefits 

as income and subtracts taxes and other 

expenses (Sherman and Trisi 2015)



The Future of Children: 

Children and Poverty (1997)

ñAbout one in five 

American children have 

lived in families in 

which cash income 

failed to exceed official 

poverty thresholds.ò



2015 poverty rates by age:

19% children (0ï18-year-olds)

12% adults (18ï64)

9% older adults (65+) 

https://www2.census.gov/programs-
surveys/demo/visualizations/p60/256/figure5.pdf



Our Aging Safety 

Net

War on Poverty 

Turned 50 in 2014

Head Start 

(100% poverty) 

is 52 

WIC

(185% poverty) 

is 45

EITC
is 42

Indicators of progress:

ÅRates of poverty declined 

overall from 19 to 11 percent

ÅUsing SPM, safety net does 

move families and children 

out of poverty



Areas of need:

ÅPolitical will to focus 

on poverty (new 

NASEM Committee)

ÅUnderstanding of 

individual needs by 

income/SPM level



Evidence for Making a Difference

The Supporting Parents Committee reviewed 

the evidence for programs aimed at parenting 

knowledge, attitudes, and practices and their 

impacts on childrenôs outcomes. Including:

ÅParenting programs (home visiting)

ÅTwo-generation programs 2.0

ÅEducare (randomized controlled trial underway, 

completed now)

At the same time, authors of The Lancet special 

section on early childhood development were 

doing the same with an international focus. 



Parenting Learning Supports

ñI always prefer education 

for the parents, from the 

beginning to the end. From 

pregnancy, some donôt know 

when to go to the doctor. So 

we need education from the 

beginning to the end.ò 

-Mother from Omaha, NE 

(Parenting Matters interview)



Show Me the Evidence


