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Welcome and Introductions



Writing	Our	Stories

Research	

Effective	Writing	Instruction

Strong	Student	Writers

Writing	Expectations
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Writing Our Stories
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Think about…
A memorable, early  school writing 

experience…

• Recall as many details as you can, such as 
• Grade level 
• Kind of writing
• Teacher response
• How you felt about the writing 

• Write briefly (2-3 minutes) about this memory
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• Kindergarten
• Grade 1
• Grade 2
• Grade 3

• Discuss with your elbow partner.

• Briefly summarize 1-2 writing expectations for one grade level 
on sticky notes (one expectation per sticky note).

• Post your sticky note(s) one one of the grade level charts 
around the room.
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Writing expectations for students in …
Think about …
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English	Language	Arts

Content	Standard

Grade	Level	Standard

Grade	Level	Indicators

Grade	Level	Standard

Grade	Level	Indicators



Kindergarten

Grade	1

Grade	2

Grade	3

English	Language	Arts	Standards
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Talking, Drawing, and Writing

“For young children, drawing is writing; it gives them opportunities to do 
what writers do: to think, to remember, to get ideas, to observe, and to 
record.” 

- Horn, M. and Giacobbe, M. (2007) 



Talking, Drawing, and Writing

A child’s drawing (and talking) can provide a powerful connection 
between home and school and offer both motivation and scaffolding for 
early writing.

- Mackenzie, N. (2011) 



14
Spandel,	V.,(2008).	Creating	young	writers:	Using	the	six	traits	to	enrich	writing	process	in	primary	classrooms.	
Second	Edition.	Pearson	Education	Inc.,	Boston.



Writing and Motivation
Conditions that determine student motivation to write

– Nurturing students’ positive beliefs about writing

– Fostering authentic writing goals and contexts

– Providing a supportive context for writing

– Creating a positive classroom environment and conditions
- Bruning, R. & Horn, C. (2000)



Providing children with exposure and meaningful 
experiences with reading and writing a range of genres 
in their earliest school years and throughout 
elementary school is beneficial to writing achievement.

- Donovan, C. & Smolkin, L. (2006)

Reading and Writing Genres
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Teaching	Elementary	School	Students	to	Be	Effective	Writers.	(2012).		Educator’s	Practice	Guide.	What	Works	
Clearinghouse.	Institute	of	Education	Sciences.	U.S.	Department	of	Education.



Teaching	Elementary	School	Students	to	Be	Effective	Writers.	(2012).		Educator’s	Practice	Guide.	What	Works	
Clearinghouse.	Institute	of	Education	Sciences.	U.S.	Department	of	Education.



What Works?
Implementing a Process Approach 

to Teaching Writing
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35-40	minutes	
for	writing

5-10	minutes	
for	mini	lesson

10-20	minutes	
Share	time

Fletcher	and	Portalupi (2001)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAR6OfXhB2M&feature=youtu.be



A Final Thought …

-Lucy Calkins
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Re-Visiting Our Stories



Writing	Our	Stories

Writing	Research	

Effective	Writing	Instruction/Classroom	Structures

Strong	Student	Writers

Writing	Expectations
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