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Preparation: Status of ECE Degree Programs Today 



Early Childhood Higher Education Degree Programs: 

By Default or Design?

Complex array of programs 

Varying primary purposes

Misaligned monikers and goals

Responsive to state certification policy



California Early Childhood Higher Education Inventory: LIMITED SELECTION, PRELIMINARY DATA: August 15, 2014. Full report forthcoming. 

Primary Goal of the Degree Program: 

To Prepare Students for Teaching and/or Administrative Roles



Domains Included in Early Childhood Education Degree Programs

Teaching diverse child populations

Teaching and curriculum

Teaching skills in early childhood settings

Child development and learning

Teaching

Leadership and administration



Coursework Required: Development of Children’s Early Literacy Skills



Importance of Inclusion of Domains: Mathematical Knowledge and Literacy Development

Faculty Reporting “Very Important”



Changing Demographic Landscape

Source: Kids Count Data Center, The Annie E. Casey Foundation



Field-Based Experience: Student Teaching and Practicum Required, by Degree Program



Access to Leadership Content

Supervision

Program 

Operations

Policy and 

Advocacy



Supporting Faculty

Additional full-time and more diverse faculty

Resources for faculty professional development, including travel

Effective mentoring opportunities

More individual planning time

Resources for increasing funding



How can we “amend the soil” to 
ensure that “planted seeds” take 

root? 

Assessing Quality Improvement Efforts Through a SEQUAL Lens



Teaching Supports- Curriculum and Child Assessment, Materials, Support Services 

for Children and Families, Staffing

Learning Community- Professional Development Opportunities, Applying Learning

Job Crafting- Making Decisions in Your Classroom, Teamwork, Input into Your 

Workplace 

Adult Well-Being- Economic Well-Being, Wellness Supports, Quality of Work Life

Program Leadership- Supervisor, Leader

Assessing What Teachers Need to Help Students Succeed

Five SEQUAL Domains:



SEQUAL Reports



Abysmally Low Wages



Absence of Rational Wage Structure + Low Value Accorded to Educational Attainment



Pervasive Economic Insecurity Among ECE Practitioners



Pervasive Economic Insecurity Among ECE Practitioners



“The major funding sources for child care and early education should set aside a dedicated portion of 
funds to support initiatives that jointly improve the qualifications and increase the compensation 

and benefits routinely provides to children’s nonparental caregivers.”
– Neurons to Neighborhoods, 2000

X
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How the Climate FeelsHow the Climate Feels



THANK YOU!

For more information:

irle.berkeley.edu/CSCCE

cscceinfo@berkeley.edu

Like us on Facebook:

facebook.com/cscceucb

Follow us on Twitter

@CSCCEUCB


