
Dr. Michelle Rupiper

University of Nebraska-Lincoln



Think about words you would use to describe life 
today















 High levels of anger, frustration, depression

 Abusive behavior toward self & others

 Inept parenting

 Addictions

 Crime-violence

Lionheart-National Prisoners Project















































 Increased academic achievement 

 Increased social-emotional skills  

 Improved attitudes toward self and others 

 Improved positive social behaviors 

 Decreased conduct problems and emotional 
distress





The key to success in the future is not just going to 
be how much we know, or what we know. The 
ability to think and act creatively will be the key 
distinguishing quality that will allow people to 

succeed. 
Mitch Resnick, MIT







Curiosity, imagination & creativity 
are like muscles 

– if you don’t use them you lose 
them.





I hear and I forget. 

I see and I 
remember. 

I do and I 
understand.

- Confucius

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/c/confucius.html


Learning takes place when 
children are engaged & enjoying 

themselves







Exploring 

Size, Dimensions, Balance and 

Symmetry





There is no 
development 

without 
relationships.

-Jack Shonkoff
















